Cross of Glory Lutheran Church
Ministry Through Faith in Action
Volume 16 Issue 10

Cross of Glory
Lutheran Church
95 Cambridge Drive
Aberdeen, NJ 07747

December 2016

GLIMPSES OF GLORY

732-583-1118
Fax: 732-583-1311
www.coglcnj.org
Pastor
The Rev. Gary E. Costa
COGPastor@verizon.net
Church & Nursery School
Secretary
Cahren Morris
crossofglory@verizon.net
Musician & Choir Director
Andrea Riemen
Youth Advisors
Jim & Cathy Easley
Sunday Services:
8:15AM & 10:30AM
Summer Service:
(July—August)
9:30AM
Holy Communion is
celebrated every Sunday

Cross of Glory
Nursery School
732-583-1955
Fax: 732-583-1311
www.cogns.org
Director
Janet Kain

Webmaster
Jeremy V. Samuelson

This Christmas
In Matthew 3:2 we hear John the Baptist proclaim, “Repent for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” The nearness of the kingdom, that is “the
righteousness, peace, and joy of heaven is near.” (Romans 14:17) Its arrival
comes in the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Christmas then is the celebration of the one who brings the kingdom of
heaven to earth. As Christians we pray so often “your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matt. 6:10)
Bill Johnson, a pastor and Bible teacher in California says “sometimes the
reason we think a prayer has gone unanswered is because we already have
the thing we’re praying for, and our failure to realize that causes us to
interpret it as an unanswered prayer.” In Jesus the kingdom has come to the
earth. Even in the resurrection the kingdom of heaven is with us in the
presence of the Holy Spirit.
This Christmas may the people of God live their lives realizing that the
Kingdom is present with us and in us. May repentance take place in our
thinking. May we reflect the kingdom of heaven that is with us and in us to
the world.

Pastor Gary
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Nursery School News

Cross of Glory
Nursery School
95 Cambridge Drive
Aberdeen, NJ 07747
732-583-1955
Fax: 732-583-1311
www.cogns.org
Director & Head Teacher
Janet Kain
cognurseryschool@
verizon.net
Assistant Teacher
Patty Bellone
Secretary
Cahren Morris
crossofglory@verizon.net
Webmaster
Jeremy V. Samuelson

2 Day Program
2 1/2 — Young 3s
Monday, Tuesday
9AM — 11:30AM
3 Day Program
Older 3s
Wed., Thurs., Fri.
9AM — 11:30AM
4 Day Program
4-Year-Olds
Mon, Tues., Wed., Thurs.
12:30PM —3:00PM
Parent-Child Playschool
18 mos — 2 1/2 years
Friday
12:30 — 2:00PM

December is such a joyous and exciting
time of the year. We are busy getting
ready for Christmas—Jesus’ birthday! The
children are very excited at this time of
the year as they create Christmas cards,
sing carols, listen to stories and prepare
for our pageant—all while still learning
through play! We have our very own class
Christmas tree which the children
decorate and undecorated every day. It’s
lots of fun and a great way to practice
their fine motor skills while trying to get
the ornaments on the branches. There are
a few nativity sets for them to explore
and tell the story of the first Christmas. Of

children have chosen their roles for the
pageant and will perform on stage, in
costume, for their families that day. They
are very excited about practicing and
performing.
On Friday, December 16th, our three-day
morning class will celebrate Christmas
together with a holiday performance by
the children followed by a luncheon for all
families in our Fellowship Hall. Our staff
will prepare a ziti lunch for families. The
children have already begun learning the
songs they will sing on stage!

On a sadder note, our beloved parishioner
and fellow Nursery School Board member,
Jim Samuelson, passed away on
November 21st. Jim was a vital and
December is
valued member of our Board and will be
such a joyous
greatly missed. One of the extra things he
and exciting
did for us was to arrange our annual NJ
time of the year.
Transit train trip for our afternoon
children, our favorite class trip! Jim
always made sure we had NJ Transit
course, there’s also talk of Santa and
escorts on the trip through his
Rudolph and who puts a star, angel or
bow on top of their home Christmas tree. connections so we never had to worry if
we made our connection! Our thoughts
This month we will also be learning about
and prayers go out to Jim’s wife Linda and
animals preparing for winter and
his children Jeremy and Lindsey.
hibernation. Magnets will be brought into
our science area. We are also working on On behalf of the staff, families, and Board
of Directors, I wish you and your family a
letter identification and printing letters.
very healthy and blessed Christmas and a
It’s fun to write your name on your
wonderful new year!
stocking for our bulletin board!
Our afternoon class Christmas pageant
and celebration will be held during class
time on Thursday, December 15th. The

Peace,

Janet Kain
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Notes & News
Comments or suggestions?
We’d love to hear from you.
Contact the church office to be
included in an upcoming
newsletter. The deadline for
the December newsletter is
November 23rd.

The Cross of Glory Newsletter
is available each month on the
church’s website. It is also
emailed to the congregation
in a pdf format. Paper copies
are available upon request.
Please contact the church
office if you have any
questions.

9th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting and
Carol Sing
will be held on Sunday, December 11,
2016 @ 5:00 PM. In addition to the tree
lighting and carol singing, everyone will
enjoy fresh home-baked pastries
provided by the members of the
congregation, and other food and
refreshments from Delicious Orchards
and Dearborn Farms. The evening will
begin indoors with the Carol Sing and will
conclude outdoors with the lighting of
our Christmas tree and Nativity! Our goal
is to offer families and friends an
opportunity to gather together to share
some of the simple joys of the Christmas
Season, twinkling lights, carol singing,
and lots of tasty goodies. This evening
promises to be fun for people of all ages,
so everyone is invited to attend. Thank
you and we hope to see you there!
Jeremy V. Samuelson, Event Chairman

Newsletter Deadline
If you have notes or news that you would
like included in the January Newsletter,
the deadline is December 20th.
LMM Men’s Breakfast
This month’s LMM Men’s Breakfast will
be held on Saturday, December 10th at
8am.

Offering Envelopes
Our 2017 offering envelopes are now
available. Please remember to pick up
your box from the table in the Narthex.

Bayshore Lunch Program
Cross of Glory and a number of other
churches and local organizations provide
lunch to approximately 50 people

500th Anniversary
In support of the 500th anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation in October 2017,
Luther’s Small Catechism, Anniversary
Study Edition has been made available
from Augsburg Fortress. The book is a
translation of Luther’s explanation along
with other catechetical study aids, such
as prayers, worship rites, and Luther’s
introduction. Editions are $6.99 each
(plus shipping). If you are interested in
purchasing a copy, please contact the
church office by November 28th so that
we may place a group order. (Checks
should be made payable to Cross of
Holiday Services
Thank you to everyone who participated Glory with Luther’s Catechism in the
memo line.)
in our survey regarding a worship time
for Christmas Eve. The results were
Other study resources are also available
overwhelmingly in favor of one service at and can be found on the Augsburg
7:00pm. We hope that, even if this time Fortress website at
wasn’t your first choice, you will consider www.augsburgfortress.org
joining us when we come together to
worship as a community.
Church Cleaning
You are also invited to join us Christmas We are in need of several volunteers to
morning for our 10:30AM service.
help with the weekly cleaning of the
church (Sanctuary, Narthex, Bathrooms,
If you are interested in participating in
etc.) If you are able to give
either of these services as part of our
approximately one hour of your time one
worship team, please contact the church Saturday per month, please see Ingrid
office.
Carlson for details.
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Notes & News
Comments or suggestions?
We’d love to hear from you.
Contact the church office to be
included in an upcoming
newsletter. The deadline for
the December Newsletter is
November 23rd.

The Cross of Glory Newsletter
is available each month on the
church’s website. It is also
emailed to the congregation
in a pdf format. Paper copies
are available upon request.
Please contact the church
office if you have any
questions.

Mondays through Fridays at the
fellowship hall of the Community
Church of Keyport, 125 Division Street,
Keyport. Cross of Glory provides a hot
lunch on the 4th Thursday of each
month.
The Bayshore Lunch program is looking
for donations of the following items:
• Disposable dinner plates, dessert
plates, and salad bowls
• Disposable hot cups and cold cups
• Plastic forks and knives
• Paper napkins
• Clorox wipes
• Contractor-sized black garbage bags
• Aluminum foil
• Iced tea mix
• Tea bags
• Salad dressings (especially Ranch)
• Shredded mozzarella cheese
• Parmesan cheese
• Jars of pasta sauce
• Equal or Splenda packets
• Butter
• Sugar
• Stovetop Stuffing
• Instant Potatoes
• Hot dogs
• Frozen breaded chicken patties
• Ground beef
• Squeeze bottles of mustard and
ketchup
• Dish detergent and sponges
• Paper towels
• Toilet paper
You can also help by donating to cover
expenses through your normal COG
giving envelope and designate
“Bayshore Lunch.”

Contact Information
In an effort to keep our congregation
informed about activities here at Cross
of Glory, periodic emails are sent out
and occasional letters are mailed
through the postal service. Please
make sure we have your current
contact information and contact the
church office with any changes so that
we can keep you up to date. Thank
you.
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Jersey Jottings
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
God’s Work. Our Hands.

NJ Synod
1930 State Highway 33
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690
609-586-6800
Fax: 609-586-1597
www.njsynod.org
info@njsynod.org
Mon. — Fri.
9am—5pm
Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew
Bishop

News from around the NJ Synod

New Jersey Citizen Action
As people of faith who believe that
all people are created equal, we are
called to stop hateful agenda in our
political process. On January 21st
Citizen Action will join the Women’s
March on Washington to march
lifting up the rights of all people.
This is an inclusive march, and
everyone who supports women’s
rights is welcome. And we would like
to invite you to join us. New Jersey
Citizen’s Action is coordinating buses
to attend the Women’s March on
Washington. We need you with us.
Click here to reserve your space on
2016-2017 Youth Ministry Calendar
The calendar for the upcoming youth
ministry year is now available at
http://www.njsynod.org/youth Check
out these amazing upcoming events.
Among the Wolves
November 18-20
Registration for Among the Wolves is
open! This year’s theme is Amparo, or
Refuge, and we will partner with Safe
Havens, an initiative from Lutheran
Social Services of New York addressing
unaccompanied minors. Visit http://
www.njsynod.org/among-the-wolves
500th Anniversary of the
Reformation
A new page on our New Jersey Synod
website has been added (http://
www.njsynod.org/#!reformation-

anniversary/vbqir ) to lift up events
and resources as we approach the
500th anniversary of the Reformation.
We will not be holding synod-wide
gatherings but rather encouraging
local communities to gather with
ecumenical partners in prayer
services, book studies, service
projects, etc. We will publicize local
events on our website and through
Jersey Jottings as we are made aware
of them.
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In Our Prayers
Long-Term Illness:
Martha Baldwin
Rich Barlett
Phyllis Cipriano
Sue Downey
Tracey Downey
Durkin Family
Lisa Fisher
Elona Folk
David Franklin
Kim Franklin
Sharon Goodman
Sandy Greer
Kathy Guiamano
Diane Hopster
Rich Hough
Christopher Joyce
Erin Larson

October, November,
December:

Sandy McDermott
Kevin McNamara
Dina Manzella
William Mirabella
Robbie Moffitt
Joan Moran
Eddie Morris
Carmen Mount
Joseph Myers
Joanne Nisi
Dolores Olson
Robert Pante
Bernie Schwartz
Soldiers and Civilians
of War
John Stables
Kaitlin Whitford

Breanna Thime
Joan V. Downey
Roy Bryand
The Abrams Family
Rosemary Conte
LaCarol Hill
Theresa Carber
Lucille Fererra
Mary Gilligan
Nancy Davis

It is with great sadness
that we share the news of
Jim Samuelson’s passing
on November 21st.
Condolence prayers go
out to the Samuelson
family.

Prayer Requests
Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List:

Name:________________________________________
Prayer Concern:
_______Hospitalized

_______Recuperating

_______Homebound

_______Outpatient

_______Other

_______Please remove the above
person from the Prayer List

Submitted by:____________________________
Phone: _____________________

Date: _______________________

Relationship to above:____________________________

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List

_______3 Month Prayer List

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office.
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Congratulations and best
wishes to everyone
celebrating this month!
Don’t see your birthday or
anniversary? Please make
sure the church office has
your information.
732-583-1118 or
cogoffice@juno.com

December Birthdays
3rd—Ryan Goodman
Kristen Jadach
6th—Susanne Klein
Isabella Vaughn
7th—Jan McNamara
Madison Weg
9th—Timothy Cavrak
10th—Claire Phelps
13th—Christine McKeever
14th—Duane Noch
15th—Kerry Steed
19th—Sierra Shaw
21st—Valerie Ferrera
Jennifer Larsen-Miller
23rd—Matthew Nichols
Lynn Paul
25th—John Maloney
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Church Cleaning Schedule
June—December 2016
Ingrid Carlson, Coordinator
Saturday
July 2

Carlson, Vaughn

July 9

Lee, Hines

July 16

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

July 23

Maloney, Morris

July 30

Carlson, Vaughn

August 6

Lee, Hines

August 13

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

August 20

Maloney, Morris

August 27

Carlson, Vaughn

September 3

Lee, Hines

September 10

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

September 17

Maloney, Morris

September 24

Carlson, Vaughn

October 1

Lee, Hines

October 8

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

October 15

Maloney, Morris

October 22

Carlson, Vaughn

October 29

Lee, Hines

November 5

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

November 12

Maloney, Morris

November 19

Carlson, Vaughn

November 26

Lee, Hines

December 3

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

December 10

Maloney, Morris

December 17

Carlson, Vaughn

December 24

Lee, Hines

December 31

Fauder, Nichols, Odell

Carlson: 566-7095
Fauder: 591-5725
Hines: 521-1690
Lee: 566-8821
Maloney: 583-7208
Morris: 566-6868
Nichols: 264-6740
Odell: 583-2725
Vaughn: 583-4495

