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Christians Are People Too
One of the interesting things about
human beings is that we are always
trying to solve problems. A child before
she learns to speak has the problem of
communication. Once the child learns to
speak she thinks she has solved the
problem for life. She thinks that because
she can tell you what she wants she
should get it, but now there exists a new
problem. Even though she can tell you,
there may be another reason why she
can’t have what she wants.
Later, when she is an adolescent, she
may be aware that adults seem to know
something about life that she doesn’t,
something that she can’t even imagine,
but something. What is it that adults
know?

out? Adults live in the tension of
functionality and humility. We accept it
and learn to be reasonably content in it.
We solve problems all the time, yet we
know that there will be another and
another and another. Problem solving is
as futile as it is necessary. We have shed
the youthful skin that still holds open the
hope of fixing the problems of life once
and for all. We have learned to be happy
in the struggle. That’s the secret. That’s
what our children don’t know, but one
day they will.

Christians are not immune to the cycle of
life that is common to all. We do have
and advantage though, a loving God who
will never leave us or forsake us. Maybe
the best thing that we can teach our
children as they grow into maturity is to
Could it be that no matter how much you
take advantage of their advantage.
love, and work, and laugh, and cry, and
be responsible you still don’t know what
may happen next or how it will all work

Pastor Gary
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Notes & News
Comments or suggestions?
We’d love to hear from you.
Have an event or meeting you
need publicized? Contact the
church office to be included in
an upcoming newsletter.
The Cross of Glory Newsletter
is available each month on the
church’s website. It is also
emailed to the congregation
in a pdf format. Paper copies
are available upon request.
Please contact the church
office if you have any
questions.

Men’s Breakfast
The next Men’s Breakfast will be held
Saturday, March 16th at 8am. Come out
for good food and fellowship. Please
contact Walter Kain with any questions.
Lenten Bible Study
You are invited to join us for a Bible
Study each Wednesday of Lent beginning
March 13th. (Soup and sandwich at
6:30pm, Bible study at 7:15pm.)
Offering Statements
If you have not already done so, please
remember to pick up your 2018 offering
statement from the table in the Narthex.
NS Registration
Registration has begun for the 20192020 school year. If you know someone
who is interested in registering a child
for our Nursery School, please contact Liz
Nisi.
COG T-shirts
If you are interested in purchasing a
Cross of Glory T-shirt, please contact the
church office. We still have a number of
shirts available.
Contact Information
In an attempt to update our church
directory, we are looking to add cell
phone numbers as part of the contact
information. If you would like to provide
a cell phone number to your directory
listing, please contact the church office.
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Jersey Jottings
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
God’s Work. Our Hands.

News from around the NJ Synod
What is God up to?

NJ Synod
1930 State Highway 33
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690
609-586-6800
Fax: 609-586-1597
www.njsynod.org
info@njsynod.org
Mon. — Fri.
9am—5pm
Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew
Bishop

What is to be done? Our congregations
are growing older and smaller. At least 40
percent of our congregations have an
average weekly worship attendance of 50
or less. ELCA membership decreases by
70,000 people a year, or roughly the loss
of a synod per year. Clergy retirements
outnumber new candidates for ministry.
Financial pressures and building
maintenance create stress. There is a
dearth of people in their 20s and 30s in
our pews. How do we change this? How
do we reverse the trends?
These are anxious questions that come
from anxious people across this church.
We aren’t the only ones asking them—just
about every mainline denomination,
including the non-Latino population of the
Roman Catholic Church, is in the same
boat. Even some megachurches are
showing signs of plateau or decline. And
this is not exclusive to the Christian
community. I once attended a national
conference of Muslims where one
workshop was titled “Un-Mosqued to
Mosqued: How to Get the Young Muslim
Back to the Masjid.”
Some now see the decline of the church
in general, and the ELCA in particular, as
inevitable. The response can be to turn
our churches into bunkers with our
congregations sheltering within the walls
or to try every new program that
breathlessly promises to attract people to
our congregations. Neither is an effective
or faithful long-term strategy.
I think we are asking the wrong
questions.
The questions we are asking have to do
about us: “What can we do?” They
express loss and grief and fear—loss and

grief for what we were and fear about
what we will become. Not only do these
questions not lead to productive
answers, they also don’t point to hope.
It’s as if the church’s one foundation
rests on us and our efforts.
I think we need to ask: “What is God up
to?”
It’s clear to me that we are living in a
time of transition, especially for the
Western church. I don’t know how long
this transition will last nor do I have a
clear vision of what the church is
becoming.
I think we are asking the
wrong questions. … I think
we need to ask: “What is
God up to?”
The good news is that you and I don’t
have to have a clear vision because God
does. “Do not remember the former
things, or consider the things of old. I am
about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah
43:18-19). These words of hope were
spoken to the Jews who were stuck in
exile. They had lost their land, their
temple and their king—the pillars of their
identity. Likewise, the church has lost
social status and relevance in 21stcentury American culture.
For Israel and the church this would be a
hopeless situation, except that God is
faithful. When the Lord admonished, “Do
not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old,” this wasn’t a
command to forget God’s past saving
work, but to believe that God was still
acting. This is true for us today. When we
stop asking what we can do to fix the
church and start asking what God is up to,
we open ourselves up to the life-giving
promise of God’s future.
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News from around the NJ Synod
Then we are also open to more
questions: How is the Spirit reshaping the
church? How will Christ use us as Christ’s
living body in the world?
If we want to attract people to our
congregations to rebuild a memory, God
will not bless our efforts. But if we—
grabbed by the Spirit in baptism, changed
by the word, intimately and lovingly
connected to Jesus and each other in
communion, and set free by grace to
serve the neighbor—invite all people into
true life, then we shall become part of
the answer.
This takes attention and devotion.
Worship, prayer, Scripture study,
generosity and service—not in order to
save the church, but in response to the
new life God has given us in Christ.
And one more thing: in God’s inscrutable
wisdom, God has chosen human hands
and voices to tell and welcome. Let’s
adopt the Metropolitan Washington,
D.C., Synod’s mission to get more people
to know more about Jesus.
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In Our Prayers
Long-Term Illness:
Phyllis Cipriano
Khris Costa
James D’Andrea
Sue Downey
Tracey Downey
Lisa Fisher
Elona Folk
David Franklin
Joan Franklin
Kim Franklin
Gerry
Mary Gilligan
Sharon Goodman
Sandy Greer
Kathy Guiamano
Fay Hake

Jerry Hake
Jane Heide
Charles Herrmann
Diane Hopster
Rich Hough
Christopher Joyce
Kirsten Kain
Nathan Krause
Erin Larson
Sandy McDermott
Gale McNamara
Kevin McNamara
Dina Manzella
William Mirabella
Robbie Moffitt
Joan Moran
Eddie Morris

Carmen Mount
Joseph Myers
Joanne Nisi
Robert Pante
Bernie Schwartz
Soldiers and Civilians
of War
John Stables
Teresa Toth
Kaitlin Whitford
Lois Wilson

Candace Deisley
The Monahan family
The Fishman family

October, November,
December:
Eileen Barton
Robert Bailey
Marge Tancredi
The Smarsh family

Prayer Requests
Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List:

Name:________________________________________
Prayer Concern:
_______Hospitalized

_______Recuperating

_______Homebound

_______Outpatient

_______Other

_______Please remove the above
person from the Prayer List

Submitted by:____________________________
Phone: _____________________

Date: _______________________

Relationship to above:____________________________

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List

_______3 Month Prayer List

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office.
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Congratulations and best
wishes to everyone
celebrating this month!
Don’t see your birthday or
anniversary? Please make
sure the church office has
your information.
732-583-1118 or
cogoffice@juno.com

February Birthdays
1st—Brynn French
Hayden French
3rd—Tracy Bucco
8th—Lucas Daniels
Marian Vaughn
12th—Norreen Shaw
Marge Tancredi
20th—Ursula Guglielmo
27th—Jeff Shaw
28th—Ashley Archibald

