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Post Easter Considerations
Acts 9:1-22 describes a highpoint in the
opposition to the early church. Saul has
legal authority to arrest, imprison or even
kill the followers of the Way. However, the
resurrected Jesus steps in right when
things are at their worst. The Lord is always
on time, He never slumbers or sleeps. “He
is our refuge and our strength, a very
present help in times of trouble.” (Ps. 46:1)
Saul receives a visit from the resurrected
Lord. (Saul why do you persecute me… Acts
9:4)
Saul is persecuting believers but Jesus says,
“why are you persecuting me?” Consider
that Jesus is one with the church, one with
believers. If the enemy attacks you he is
also attacking Jesus. He is like our elder
brother; He’s got our back.
During Saul’s conversion there is a period
of three days where he is dormant and
inactive. Consider that there is often a
period of inactivity when we are going
through transition. A time of waiting may
take place when a family moves from one
home to another, or when one moves from
one job to another. These things exist in
the world as mere symbols to a spiritual
principle. When we are being
commissioned or called by God into

ministry or mission there is often an
incubation period.
It is common knowledge to the believers
that Saul is a terrible threat and yet
Ananias, a believer is charged with healing
Saul of his blindness and helping to
reestablish him. Two considerations then:
First, God will often solve a problem
through us rather than for us. That is to
say, the very thing that we are praying and
asking God to help with He will use us to
bring about a positive result. Second,
Ananias has the gift of healing, that’s why
he is sent to give Saul his sight back. Our
gifts are tied to specific missions, to a
specific purpose. This is why we often say
‘necessity is the mother of invention’ and
why all inventions are really the answer to
a problem. Our spiritual gifts are revealed
and expressed when we are commissioned
by the Holy One.
Jesus died but is now resurrected and
ascended. The miracles didn’t die with Him,
they live on in the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.

Pastor Gary
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Nursery School News
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June has arrived...and with it the end of
the school year! We have had such an exciting
year, full of new teachers, new friends, and
lots of fun in our classes. As the weather
turned warmer we began to study bugs and
the metamorphosis of a caterpillar to a
butterfly. We were able to watch 6 caterpillars
develop into a chrysalis and 4 of them hatched
into beautiful butterflies! We also have been
talking about animals and we had our annual
zoo trip at the Popcorn Park Zoo this year. It
was a wonderful experience for the children
because they had the opportunity to see the
animals up close and got to feed popcorn to all
of the animals! Of course in May, we
celebrated Mother's Day with a short
performance and a special snack in our
Morning Class and our annual Mother's Day
Tea in our Afternoon Class, complete with
songs and goodies that were baked by the
children! Looking ahead to the last few weeks
of school, we will be enjoying Water Day, as
well as preparing for our Father's Day Ice
Cream Social and our Year-End Celebration.
Please feel free to join us on June 13 at 10:45
to hear the children perform songs and recite
their own version of this year's favorite book!
As many of you know, the Nursery School
is undergoing an expansion, in an effort to
offer our families more programs for their
children. We will be offering a Morning Class
for 2 ½-3 year olds, an Afternoon Class for 3-4
year olds, and an Extended Day Pre-K class for
our 4-5 year olds. In order for this to happen
we are adding on a second classroom. So much
progress has been made already, thanks to a
group of hardworking individuals! Pastor's new
office is complete and he has moved in thanks
to Doug Thompson, Duane Noch, Jeremy
Samuelson, Kathy Odell, and Cahren Morris.
And of course, we are so grateful to Pastor, for
being so gracious, even though he was
displaced from his office, in order to create a
new classroom for the Nursery School! Thank
you! Thank you to everyone for your help! In
our soon to be new classroom, demolition is
just about complete and with some paint and
flooring, we will be on our way to completing
our new room.
As a result of increased enrollment this
year and in preparation for next year's new

classroom we are so excited to have two new
members of the Cross of Glory Nursery School
team! Doris Hiley has joined us in the
mornings this year and she has been amazing
with the children! We are so grateful that she
has agreed to join us next year in our Extended
Pre-K class! Doris was a Critical Care Nurse for
20 years before having her children and both
her girls are Cross of Glory graduates. We also
have another teacher on board for next year,
Christine Codispoti. She is a Certified
Elementary Teacher in both NY and NJ and she
taught in Staten Island before having her girls.
All three of her girls are Cross of Glory
graduates and like Doris' daughters, they have
volunteered at VBS for many years. Welcome
Doris and Christine!
Also new for this summer is Cross of
Glory's first summer camp! Taryn Leary is
running a 5-week summer camp from July 8August 8, for ages 2½-6. The camp will be
Monday-Thursday from 8:30-12:00. The cost is
$150 per week, or $650 for all 5 weeks. Taryn
is a special educator with experience in a
variety of public school classrooms. She also
has previously directed a pre-school summer
camp for several years. She is amazing and the
children are going to have so much fun!
Lastly, I would like to thank everyone who
has offered their support to me throughout my
first year at Cross of Glory NS. Like every
parent whose children have come through this
school, it holds such a dear place in my heart
and I am forever grateful that my children had
the most developmentally appropriate and
nurturing environment, as their first school
experience. That being said, I have some really
big shoes to fill! I am so appreciative of all of
the kindness and help everyone has given me
along this journey. I am so blessed that I get to
work at Cross of Glory with such amazing coworkers, children and their families!
Feel free to contact the office for
information on Summer Camp and Fall
Registration .
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Notes & News
Comments or suggestions?
We’d love to hear from you.
Have an event or meeting you
need publicized? Contact the
church office to be included in
an upcoming newsletter.
The Cross of Glory Newsletter
is available each month on the
church’s website. It is also
emailed to the congregation
in a pdf format. Paper copies
are available upon request.
Please contact the church
office if you have any
questions.

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
Our Semi-Annual Congregational
Meeting will take place on Sunday, June
30th after our 9:30 service. If you are a
committee chairperson, please have your
annual reports into the church office by
Sunday, June 23rd.
Youth
Congratulations to our 2019
Confirmands, Zachary Archibald and Alex
Pante. (Confirmation will take place on
Sunday, June 9th at our 10:30 service.)
We also offer congratulations to Ashley
Archibald and Elijah Morris who will be
receiving First Communion this month.
(Ashley on June 16th at our 8:15 service
and Eli on June 23rd at our 9:30 service.)

Men’s Breakfast
The next Men’s Breakfast hosted by the
Lutheran Men in Mission will be
Saturday, June 15th at 8am.
Summer Worship Hours
Please note that we will switch to
summer hours with one service at
9:30am beginning on June 23rd.
COG T-shirts
If you are interested in purchasing a
Cross of Glory T-shirt, please contact the
church office. We still have a number of
shirts available.

Contact Information
In an attempt to update our church
directory, we are looking to add cell
Our Sunday School year will wrap up on phone numbers as part of the contact
Sunday, June 16th. Thank you to
information. If you would like to provide
everyone for your continued support We a cell phone number to your directory
will see you again in September!
listing, please contact the church office.
Registration has begun for the 2019-2020
school year. Thanks to the addition of a
second classroom, we are now able to
offer an extended day for our Pre-K class.
If you know someone who is interested
in registering a child for our Nursery
School, please contact Liz Nisi.
Also new for this summer is Cross of
Glory's first summer camp! Taryn Leary is
running a 5-week summer camp from
July 8- August 8, for ages 2½-6. The
camp will be Monday-Thursday from
8:30-12:00. The cost is $150 per week, or
$650 for all 5 weeks. Please contact
Taryn or the church office for more
information.
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News from around the NJ Synod
Ash Wednesday – a day when
otherwise shy Christians will walk
around with an outward sign of their
faith marked prominently on their
foreheads. Whether you receive
“ashes to go” at a train station in the
early morning, take a mid-day break
to join a local congregation at
worship, or attend a quiet evening
service at the end of your day, you
will do something counter-cultural on
this day. You intentionally will be
reminded of your mortality and, if you
choose to receive the ashen cross on
your forehead, will hear the words,
“remember that you are dust and to
dust you shall return”. In a society
that does everything it can not to talk
about death, we pause on this day
and forthrightly proclaim to folks of
every age –you will die.

this season together. For the next
forty days, we will move together –
the freedom seekers, the fearful, the
sick, the abused, the lonely, and the
forgotten. Our Lenten destination is
the cross of Christ. Like a caravan of
refugees, we will make our way
across difficult terrain, to the place
where the power of death is
destroyed, and God will have the last
word
Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of
God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
Some of you will hear that reality as
and became obedient to the point
freedom – freedom from trying to be of death—
perfect, freedom from worrying
even death on a cross.
about every little thing, freedom for
Therefore God also highly exalted him
admitting your failures, freedom for
and gave him the name
not taking yourself so seriously. Some
that is above every name,
of you will hear that declaration of
so that at the name of Jesus
mortality as fear. Some of you don’t
every knee should bend,
need to hear it again because you live
in heaven and on earth and under
with the very real possibility of death the earth,
every day – due to a cancer diagnosis, and every tongue should confess
because of addiction, at the hands of
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
violent abuse.
to the glory of God the
Father. (Phillipians 2:5-11) .
No matter how you hear the words of
mortality today, what is certain is that
as we move from Ash Wednesday to
walk the way of Jesus’ cross, we walk
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In Our Prayers
Long-Term Illness:
Joanne Apruzzi
Ruth Bauer
Phyllis Cipriano
Khris Costa
James D’Andrea
Lauren Downey
Sarah Downey
Sue Downey
Tracey Downey
Lisa Fisher
Elona Folk
David Franklin
Joan Franklin
Kim Franklin
Gerry
Mary Gilligan

Sharon Goodman
Sandy Greer
George Guglielmo
Kathy Guiamano
Fay Hake
Jerry Hake
Jane Heide
Charles Herrmann
Diane Hopster
Rich Hough
Christopher Joyce
Kirsten Kain
Nathan Krause
Erin Larson
Susan Lewis
Sandy McDermott
Gale McNamara

Kevin McNamara
Dina Manzella
William Mirabella
Robbie Moffitt
Joan Moran
Eddie Morris
Carmen Mount
Emelie Murphy
Joseph Myers
Joanne Nisi
James Robidas
Bernie Schwartz
Soldiers and Civilians
of War
John Stables
Teresa Toth
Kaitlin Whitford

Lois Wilson
Elizabeth Wulster

April, May, June:
The Maehl family
Nancy Davis
Michael Viola
Andre Cowan
The Smarsh family
The Monahon family
The Fishman family
Candace Deisley
Betty Durkin
Bart Ruggiero
The Godley family
Peter Anderson

Prayer Requests
Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List:

Name:________________________________________
Prayer Concern:
_______Hospitalized

_______Recuperating

_______Homebound

_______Outpatient

_______Other

_______Please remove the above
person from the Prayer List

Submitted by:____________________________
Phone: _____________________

Date: _______________________

Relationship to above:____________________________

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List

_______3 Month Prayer List

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office.
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Congratulations and best
wishes to everyone
celebrating this month!
Don’t see your birthday or
anniversary? Please make
sure the church office has
your information.
732-583-1118 or
crossofglory@verizon.net

June Birthdays
1st—Walter Kain

Sharon Goodman

2nd—Jessica Ferrera

18th—Joshua Nichols

3rd—Tim Keene

19th—Madelyn Downey

4th—Donald Franklin

21st—Sarina Johns

7th—Allison Connolly
Laurie Noch

24th—Riley Moffitt

9th—Lindsey Royce

26th—Jessica Bucco

10th—Mary Jane Friscia
Patty Maloney
16th—Christine Franklin

27th—Barbara Heinrichs

25th—AJ Calvanico

30th—Sara Burgi

June Anniversaries
2nd—Kim & Doug Mount
4th—Jim & Kathy Easley
6th—Larry & Kathy Odell
9th—Paul & Doris Hiley
12th—Dawn & Mark Weg
28th—Rob & Kerry Steed

