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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

We generally think about peer pressure as something that affects children and 
adolescents, but it affects adults too. How many times have we sat in a meeting 
and there was a public vote on and issue or decision? Almost always the vote is 
unanimous or close to it. Have you wondered if some were voting with the 
assumed majority because it was too uncomfortable to stand out or dare I say 
stand up. Have you ever been that person? Imagine being on a jury and 
someone’s life depended on your willingness to endure the discomfort of going 
against everyone else. 

Every now and then we need to be reminded that it’s okay to be ourselves, less 
we fall asleep in the anonymity of the masses. It’s okay to be different, original, 
and unique. It is necessary sometimes to resists conformity. As some of you 
know, there’s a quote I have been enjoying lately, “Work like you don’t need the 
money, love like you’ve never been hurt, and dance like no one is 
watching.” (Satchel Page, et.al.) Each one of us has something to contribute with 
our special gifts and ideas. Sameness can be a booby prize. Let’s start off this fall 
with a courageous heart and mind, being who God has called us to be in the 
world. 

 

Pastor Gary 

Normality and the Pressure to Fit In 
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Our 2019-2020 school year begins on September 9th. If you haven’t had an 

opportunity to check out our classrooms, please take a look! Many thanks 

to all who have made this expansion possible. We still have openings in our 

morning, afternoon, and extended-day classes if you know someone who is 

interested in registering a child. 



Notes & News 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Have an event or meeting you 

need publicized? Contact the 

church office to be included in 

an upcoming newsletter.  

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

Rally Day! 
Sunday, September 8th is Rally Day. We 
will return to services at 8:15 and 10:30.  
We will have updated church directories 
available in the Narthex that day as well. 
 
We will kick off our Sunday School year 
on September 8th at 9:15. Our theme is 
“Kindness Rocks” and everyone is invited 
to stop by and paint a Kindness Rock that 
will be placed throughout the community 
or in our new rock garden in front of the 
church. 
 
Nursery School 
Registration is still open for the 2019-
2020 school year. Thanks to the addition 
of a second classroom, we are now able 
to offer an extended day for our Pre-K 
class. If you know someone who is 
interested in registering a child for our 
Nursery School, please contact Liz Nisi. 
 
Radio Show Fundraiser 

Join us on Friday, September 20th for 
Vintage Radio Comedies at 7:30pm. 
Live onstage for one night only—with 
live music and foley sound effects. 
(Refreshments will be served). The 
suggested donation is $10, with all 
proceeds to benefit Cross of Glory. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
The next Men’s Breakfast hosted by the 
Lutheran Men in Mission will be 
Saturday, October 12th at 8am. 
 
COG T-shirts 
If you are interested in purchasing a 
Cross of Glory T-shirt, please contact the 
church office. We still have a number of 
shirts available. 
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Jersey Jottings 

News from around the NJ Synod 

By Daniel Burke, CNN Religion Editor 
August 8, 2019 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, which represents nearly 3.5 
million Christians, voted Wednesday to 
become the country’s first “sanctuary 
church body,” according to church 
officials. 
The measure, approved during a 

churchwide assembly in Milwaukee, 

pledges that in addition to providing 

shelter for undocumented immigrants, 

the ELCA could:  

—Respond to raids, deportations and the 

“criminalization” of immigrants and 

refugees; 

—Fight individual cases of deportation, 

press for the end of mass detentions and 

lift up immigrants voices; 

—Take “prophetic action” to extend 

“radical hospitality” to immigrants and 

immigrant communities. 

The measure, called a “memorial,” notes 
that some ELCA churches and 
organizations, such as its Metro New York 
Synod, are already carrying out these 
actions. A church committee plans to 
study what it means to be a “sanctuary 
church body” and issue a report in 2022. 
The ELCA will also develop guidelines and 
resources for the denomination’s more 
than 9,000 congregations “to help them 
explore and develop sanctuary 
ministries,” according to church officials. 
Despite their name, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America is distinct 
from the larger evangelical Christian 

movement, which tends to be more 
politically and theologically conservative. 
“Christians have offered sanctuary for 
2,000 years, continuing an ancient 
biblical practice in which cities and 
houses of worship provided refuge and 
asylum for people fleeing injustice,” said 
Christopher Vergara, who works on 
immigration issues in the ELCA’s Metro 
New York Synod. Vergara also tied 
Wednesday’s measure to the “Sanctuary 
Movement,” which began with churches 
in the 1980s assisting refugees from 
Central America. “Today, the New 
Sanctuary Movement is a revived effort 
to protect undocumented migrants from 
needless jailing procedures and 
deportation, and to address the dire 
situation with the Department of Health 
and Human Services that has resulted in 
the stripping of services to refugees and 
unaccompanied children.” 
None of the proposed actions break US 
law, the church said. More than 800 
churches and other faith communities 
have stepped up to provide sanctuary to 
undocumented immigrants in recent 
years, according to the National 
Sanctuary Movement. 
Officials with a warrant can arrest 
undocumented immigrants regardless of 
whether they’re at church, synagogue or 
mosque, though US Immigration and 
Customs Enforecement, or ICE, has said it 
generally avoids arrests at “sensitive 
locations,” including houses of worship. 
The ELCA’s presiding bishop, the Rev. 
Elizabeth Eaton, and more than 700 
others marched earlier Wednesday to 
ICE’s Milwaukee office, where they held a 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America just became the Country’s first 
“Sanctuary Church Body” 



prayer vigil, church officials said and 
CNN affiliates reported.  
The march and sanctuary measure came 
in response to the Trump 
administration’s immigration policies, 
including the detention of migrant 
children and families entering the 
United States at the southern border. 
“It just keeps getting worse and worse 
in terms of unaccompanied children, 
separated families, detention centers 
that are just horrific, and so what we 
wanted to say as a church body, as the 
Lutheran church, we wanted to know 
act with our feet and take action,” 
Evelyn Soto Straw, an official with the 
ELCA’s domestic mission programs, told 
Religion News Service. 
US Immigration authorities on 
Wednesday detained some 680 
undocumented immigrants in what a 
federal prosecutor described as a record
-setting operation. Arrests took place at 
seven sites in six cities in Mississippi, US 
Attorney for the Southern District of 
Mississippi Mike Hurst told reporters. 
The raids, he said, are “believed to be 
the largest single-state immigration 
enforcement operation in our nation’s 
history.” 
“These are not new laws, nor is the 
enforcement of them new,” ICE Acting 
Director Matt Albence said Wednesday. 
“The arrests today were the result of a 
year-long criminal investigation. And the 
arrests and warrants that were 
executed today are just another step in 
that investigation.” 
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In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Joanne Apruzzi 

Ruth Bauer 

Phyllis Cipriano  

Khris Costa 

James D’Andrea 

Lauren Downey 

Sarah Downey 

Sue Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

David Franklin 

Joan Franklin 

Kim Franklin  

Gerry 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Sandy Greer 

George Guglielmo 

Kathy Guiamano  

Fay Hake 

Jerry Hake 

Jane Heide 

Charles Herrmann 

Shirley Hicks 

William Hicks 

Tom Hoffman 

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Kirsten Kain 

Nathan Krause 

Erin Larson 

Susan Lewis 

Louis Lozito 

Sandy McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Eddie Morris 

Carmen Mount 

Emelie Murphy 

Joseph Myers  

Joanne Nisi 

James Robidas 

Bernie Schwartz 

Kay Sheeran 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Teresa Toth 

Kaitlin Whitford 

Lois Wilson 

Grace Zachary 

July, August, 

September: 

David Rosen 

Mikey Quinlan 

The Caragliano family 

The Meany family 

Rachael Jobes 

William Jenkins 

Shelley Kain 

Cecelia Harrington 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

crossofglory@verizon.net 

 

4th—William Harris 

5th—Alicia Archibald 

Ruthann Wiseman 

8th—Cahren Morris 

Raymond Smarsh 

9th—Kenneth Klein 

Patrick Royce 

11th—James Easley 

13th—Amanda Franklin 

14th—Michael Kain 

19th—Danielle Krachie 

25th—Douglas Mount 

26th—Robert Pante 

 

September Birthdays 
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Cross of GloryCross of GloryCross of Glory   

181818th th th Annual Annual Annual    

Fall Yard Sale, Fall Yard Sale, Fall Yard Sale,    

Bake Sale, Bake Sale, Bake Sale,    
And And And    

Snack Shack BBQSnack Shack BBQSnack Shack BBQ   
   

Part of the annual townPart of the annual townPart of the annual town---wide wide wide 

Aberdeen DayAberdeen DayAberdeen Day   

Saturday Saturday Saturday    

September 28September 28September 28THTHTH   

9am to 3pm9am to 3pm9am to 3pm   
 

Donation drop offDonation drop offDonation drop off   

   Friday, September 27Friday, September 27Friday, September 27THTHTH   

7pm to 9pm7pm to 9pm7pm to 9pm   

   

Cross of glory Lutheran churchCross of glory Lutheran churchCross of glory Lutheran church   

95 Cambridge Drive95 Cambridge Drive95 Cambridge Drive   

732732732---583583583---111811181118   

Burgers, Soda, Chips 

Cookies, Cupcakes, and other 

Fresh-Baked Goods 

Toys, Clothes, Books,  

Household Items, and More! 

For more information, please visit www.coglcnj.org, email crossofglory@verizon.net  

or to volunteer, please contact  

Jeremy Samuelson, Event Chairman at 732-583-1118 


